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WE HAVE CLOSED OUR LOCAL 
STORES TO PREVENT
VIOLENCE!

1. Stores operated by the undersigned companies in San Pedro, Wilmington and 
Torrance were closed February 6th. .

2. The stores were closed in order to prevent any possible recurrence of violence 
such as the brutal beating of two Torrance citizens, one of whom is the manager of the 
J. C. Penney store in that community, and the other the manager of a local retail es­ 
tablishment who came to his assistance.

3. The companies wholeheartedly believe that no union-management dispute, re­ 
gardless of the merits of the case of either party, can justify violent action. And the 
management *f the stores intend to do everything in their power to prevent the possi­ 
bility of physical harm to their employees or the peace officers and other citizens of 
the communities. Iliis can only be accomplished by closing the stores, although it had 
been hoped that they could continue to serve consumers with vitally needed merchan­ 
dise through a self-serve operation by a managerial staff which was not involved in 
the dispute with the union. No non-union sales people were working in the stores.

4. There is a dispute between the union and management which arose in negotiat­ 
ing a new contract. This dispute can and should be settled by peaceful means, and in 
the interest* of the employees, consumers, and management, the stores should 
be promptly reopened for business.

5. The management of the stores herewith invite and urge the union leaders to join 
them in requesting the Conciliation Service of the U. S. Department pf f^abor to use 
its best efforts to bring about a resumption of negotiations and a settlement of the 
issues through genuine collective bargaining.
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S. H. KRESS & CO., San Pedro
J.J.NEWBERRYCO., • San Pedro
F.W.WOOLWORTHCO., San Pedro
J. C. PENNEY CO., Torrance
J.J.NEWBERRYCO., Torrance
J. C. PENNEY CO., Wilmington
F.W.WOOLWORTHCO., WUmington
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